Conagress of the Anited States
Pashington B.C. 20515

April 27, 2022

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro The Honorable Tom Cole

Chairwoman Ranking Member

House Appropriations Subcommittee on House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Labor, Health and Human Services, Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies Education, and Related Agencies
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairwoman DeLauro and Ranking Member Cole:

We want to thank the Subcommittee for your continued support and recognition of America’s
Community Health Centers as a longstanding bipartisan solution to the primary care access problems
facing this country. As you proceed with the Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Appropriations process, we
respectfully request that the Subcommittee provide robust funding for Community Health Centers within
the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education, and Related Agencies legislation
for FY 2023. This will ensure that health centers can continue to provide high-quality, cost-effective
primary care to millions of Americans, many of whom remain medically underserved.

For more than 50 years, health centers have proven to be a worthwhile investment, providing quality and
affordable primary and preventive care, dental, behavioral health, pharmacy, vision, and a variety of
complementary services to America’s most vulnerable patients and medically underserved communities.
These providers are trusted voices in their communities, and millions of Americans rely on them for
services such as flu vaccination and treatment, HIV/AIDS prevention care, maternal health care, and
opioid addition treatment. Community Health Centers have also played a critical role in the fight
against COVID-19 by providing testing, vaccinations, contact tracing, and education in communities
hardest hit by the pandemic. Since January 2021, Community Health Centers have administered over 19
million COVID-19 vaccines and 17 million tests. These providers are trusted voices in their
communities, which are often difficult to reach. Two-thirds of patients vaccinated by health centers are
from racial and/or ethnic minority backgrounds.

Thanks to longstanding bipartisan support in Congress, today there are well over 1,400 health center
organizations serving more than 14,000 communities in every state and U.S. territory, 42 percent of
which are located in rural areas. These centers are the health care home for nearly 29 million patients,
including nine million children and over 375,000 veterans. They employ over 255,000 people, generate
$63.4 billion in economic impact for local communities, and provide cost savings to our nation’s health
care system.

For the past decade, Congress has supported health centers on a bipartisan basis through the annual
appropriation for the Health Center program, combined with investments in the mandatory Community
Health Center Fund. With the mandatory funding through the Health Center Fund set at level funding
for FY 2023, we urge you to work with your colleagues to prioritize funding for health centers in FY
2023. This combined funding is critical to the success of these safety net providers as they meet the
growing demand for affordable care and respond to the changing needs of their communities.



For many Community Health Centers, funding will be crucial to provide post-COVID-19 follow-up care
and to address health center provider shortages. Severe workforce shortages, which already existed
before the pandemic, and growing salary gaps make it increasingly difficult for health centers to recruit
and retain the workforce necessary to provide high-quality care. Burnout, early retirement, sickness, and
marketplace competition because of COVID-19 have only exacerbated this crisis.

As Congress works to improve access to care and promote patient-centered solutions to our health care
challenges, we urge the Subcommittee to continue to support robust funding for Community Health

Centers. Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Diana DeGette Gus M. Bilirakis
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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